LITERATURE, ART, PHILOSOPHY

French secondary schools that philosophy is the
subject best taught, and one taught by the ablest
men among educators.1

Formerly the subject-matter of this study was
given in a very definite programme, from which
the professor was not free to depart either in the
scope of his course or in the official doctrine;
but now there is greater freedom. Philosoph-
ical teachers are no longer a timid little group
of thinkers, but constitute a distinguished class
of earnest, truth-loving, sincere men, who mark
a signal advance upon their predecessors. They
are not the narrow, sectarian rationalists rep-
resented by the Clericals, but men who, as a
rule, believe in genuine freedom of thought.
At first, students were led by the desire to find
in philosophy weapons against what they called
"ecclesiastical despotism55 rather than by the
love of truth, but now the polemical stage is
passed. The former tendency to delight in the
display of argumentative skill, in philosophical
skirmishing, has been gradually replaced by en-
deavours to give a larger place to reality, to
develop a greater capacity for reasoning from
facts, and to cultivate philosophy for its own
worth.

1Pour et contre Venseignement philosophigue, 1894. See letters
by M.M. Bontroux, Janet, and Fouillee.